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FAVORABLE

Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is the primary psychoactive cannabinoid chemical in the cannabis plant
which produces the euphoria or “high.” Delta-8-THC is a chemical analogue of delta-9-THC, also found in the
cannabis plant. Delta-8-THC can also be made synthetically. Delta-8-THC, like delta-9-THC, produces euphoria
and a “high,” although probably less potently than delta-9-THC.?

Current federal and state law make delta-9-THC and cannabis plants and products containing 0.3% or more
delta-9-THC illegal as “marijuana.” A cannabis plant containing less than 0.3% delta-9-THC is considered hemp,
and is legal. Delta-8-THC is currently in an ambiguous legal situation, as it is not mentioned by name in current
law. Thus, products containing delta-8-THC are marketed as “legal highs.”?

HB1078 adds delta-8-THC to delta-9-THC as chemicals whose presence at 0.3% or more makes a cannabis
plant or product “marijuana,” therefore illegal under current law, and not hemp, which is legal. This addition
makes sense from a public health perspective. Delta-8- and delta-9-THC are pharmacologically similar.
Both have potential to cause public health harms such as impaired driving and cannabis use disorder.

MDDCSAM urges a favorable report.
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